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And Industry.Samuel G Sm1th Hillsboro.~.Va.PocBhonta. Co. 

About 18 50 John H Ruckman who had located on the river just above 

at ~hnt 1. known today as the Beokley pyles place built an Up And 

~ill at thO mouth of Stamping Creek getting h1s po~er' from the o~eek. 

Scales and Jake Simmons helped on the mill and also helped out logs 

t he r iver and raft them down to the mouth of th~ creek, these were mostly 

Shortly af t er Ruckman started operation a man by the name of Jam­

l bbs drifted in to that section and worked with Ruckman and were 

~:lo;m 3S Gibbs & Ruckman and it was he;tE that Gibbs invented the single 

6t1"t~h sewing Machi ne using l umber ,sawed on this mill in the making of his 

:.achines,but when Glbbs obtained a patent on the machine Ruckmans name was 

=entioned{James J ordan who 16 near 90 year s of age has one of these 

mea in h i s possess i on t oday ) they operated heJre till about 6r or 62 

f' .i d1.:.e to the condition the war had brought on '7er€ unable to sel l their 

- ::!!;!.nes or run the mill so Ruckman sold ou' to S 1 .... amue Auldridge and moved 

t~ ~o=l~a ~d Gibbs went ove r abo~ St aunton,Auldridge operated the mill 

!'or e. .tlle and sold out to Will i am Clendenen wh 0 , was a cabinet maker and 

::ost of his lumber in cabinet and f urn iture making that he sawed on 

-!l:u -111. 

rn is mill oper ted a unt il about 1870 to 75 and was profitable 
!o all .. bo nut it as they found 

a ready sal e l ocally f or the rough boards 
~j .at .ent 10 the sewing mach ' e 

. 1:4 _n s and furniture a l so fpund a ready s ale 
... one or Pocahontas C 

ountY8 first industr i es . 
InfoT \ lon-.Jbl;.t:a R Ruci::r.a..'l 

1 h Ti)' r.:.1Ck:r.u.n . 

if Jt-"Ck!l1n . 

.: ~ . JI;l'dan. 
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And Industry.Samuel G Smith Hillaboro.~.Va.Pocahontas Co. 

About IS50 John H Ruokman who hOO located on the river just above 

at what is known today aa the Beckley pyles place built an Up And 

~ill at the mouth ot Stamping Creek getting his po~er' from the ceeek. 

Scales and Jake Simmons helped on the mill and also helped cut logs 

the river and raft them down to the mouth of th~ creek, these were mostly 

Short ly after Ruckm~~ started operation a man by the name of Jam-

1:...A G1bbs drif t ed in to tha.t s ection and \7orked with Ruckman and were 

L<:lO." 3S Gibbs & RucklllBIl and it 17aB hell<' that Gibbs invented the single 

sewing lLachl ne using l umber ,sawed on this mill in the making of hi s 

::ac.,,,,'es,but 'When Gi bbs obtained a patent on the machine Ruckmans name was 

::.Entioned(James Jordan who i s near 90 years of age has one of these 

ill"s 1n his possession today} they operat ed hell<' till about 61 or 62 

.! dt.:..e to the cond1tion the war had brought on '7er e unable to sell their 

::!!1.,nes 0 = nm the mil l BO Ruc}arl.an sol d out to S 1 amue Auldrldge and moved 

';ieo=zia B!1d Gibbs went over abou:t- Staunton ,Auldr i dge operated the mill 

:-O~ 8. w:: ue and sold out to Will i am Cl ende e h nnw 0 was a cabinet maker and 

'" :'OS: ot h is lumber in cabinet and furn i ture ma '·.ing h 
h t at he sawed on 

?h i s mill oper ted a until about IS70 t o 75 and was profitable 
!O .11 "ho run it a.B they found 

a ready sale loc- ' l y f 
~ :..at .ent in the se in a...&. or the rough boards 

w g machines and furniture also 
·,tu ..... O:le ot Pocahonta8 C fpund a ready s ale 

ountY8 r irst l.."lduatr ies . 
WOrD~ ion...:~e. it Ruci:::r.an 
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COr.1lIlcrce And Industry. Samue l G Smith HUlsboro. W. Va.Pocahontas (b. , 
l.umber-Up :And DOwn MilD. . ------------------------

About 1875 Jaoob licneel of near Hillaboro who owned land on stamp-

1,.; ex eli: had an .Up And Down mill bull t on the head of Stamping Creek near 

<!lere '; .P DEraf1eld now 11vea. 

They logged this m111 w1th 3 yoke of cattle and a team of horses, . e_ ... _ ,"', .. _ 
,,<n:y Roae dr oye a team and asaisted on: the roml he lived on Stamping Creek 

G; anvUle ICc Neel did the sawing he waa a sam of Jacob, and it was on this 

~ru that t he lumber lva.a sawed that built the Jaoob IlcNeel house and better­

bOlm .. s t he Alex IlcNeel houae ala", the l umbe". that was used ' fur t"h.e Method_ 

1st Farsonage at Hillsboro wa.a sawed b .. Granvil le McNell on this mml right 

a!ter this operation, Granvill e went weat and settled ther.e . 

·~fo==at 1on .G.A M~~eel Hi11sboro . ~ . Va . 

Ja.rnea Jordan. " I I 



cocmrrce And Industry. SamUlll G Smith Hlllsboro. Vi . Va.Pocahontas (b. , 
Lumber-Up :And Down 1.!1lll . -----------

About 1875 Jaoob Mcneel of near Hillsboro who owned land on stamp_ 

~ Creck had an .Up And Down mill built on the head of Stamping Creek near 

Illere I;.P oerafield now lives. 

They logged this mill with 3 yoke of cattle and a t eam of horses , 
- - c .. _. >!>O_ 

!:<n:y Roae dro\,e a team and asaiated on: the m1i1l he lived on Stamping Creek 

;anvUle \:cNeel did the sawing he waa a sam of Jacob, and it was on this 

::U1 that thB lumber was sawed that built the Jacob IlcNeel house and b.etter 

bOlm aa the Alex McNeel house e.lso, the l umber' that was used ' liIr 'the Method_ 

1st Parsonage at Hillsboro was sawed by Granville McNe u on this mm.l right 

after this operation, Granville went \1est and sett-led the r.8 . 

:oio==at1on .G . A McNeel Hillsbo~o .\1.Va . 

James Jordan. " 11 
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-<roe And Industry . Samuel G Smith Hillsboro . W. Va . Pocahontas Co. 
Oom ... 

Lumber-Up & Down Mill-
ill i t and located at the ~outh 

James Smith bav ing sold out at LI po n 

h e the run empt ies i n the Greenbri e r ' Riv~ and 
Hole Run near w ex 

S ith with the aasistance of his sons William,Isaac 
it was here that James m 

b b ilt an Up & Down sawmill at this location about· Ig56 
i# Joseph,and Jaco u 

_. ten/heel in stephens Hole Run this furnished theft' power to 
they put ina ...... 

and J
'ust above tbfl mi~ t~ey bad a tanyard they worked at when 

rUD the mlJll 

they were not sawing. 
It was on this mill that the l umber "IS sawed that buH t the Isaac 

:;,,'tb bouse also tbe lumber that buH t the gristmill wae sawed on this Up & - . '. , 
::'Or.l m1l1,tbS logS' coming f:tom thj! North al.ong Stephens Hole Run,tlijly were 

!Oostly Eemlockll and White Pine and from this same secti:on and on t'h1s mill 

lucber W~6 sewed and del ivered to the hevels to the many farmers to erect 

ber"",es and barns as tbS Lf.ttle Levels "'as buUding up fast at that time and 

they were in need of luber BO 80 they found a r eady market for all t hey cou­

l d sew fbut es a grist mill was badly needed in th is section they decided to 

tEar down thE Up & Down mill and erect a grist mill whi ch they did and it was 

in opEration for many. years ,and today this 1e an old landmark in the Little 

L~e:8 Dlatrlct!of which the writer 1s proud as James was the Gr eat granfather 

;o5e~b =7 Crandfather and Tsaac and Williem great uncl e s of Samuel Glenn 

S- tb :b1s niter. » the se ol.d gentlemen .ere pioneers in their profession: 

1111.1: anei tanning . 

lnton:.at1on . I.dgar L Smith. Watoga . W.Va. (son of 

Uarv1n 0 Bmith . Hill.boro.W.Va.( Son 

/ Ju:ca it RuCkulWl. . Y111po1nt. W. V a. 

Isaao) 

of Joseph) 

, . 



S ith Hillsbor o .W.Va. Pocahontas Co. 
o~~<rce And Industry , Samuel G m 

Lumber-Up & DOwn Uill-
Jam

e
• Smith having sold out at Millpoint and l ocated at the ~outh 
Hole Run near whers the run empt i es i n the Gr eenbrier' RivQr and 

S ith with the assistance of h is sons William,Isaao 
U .as here that James m 

Jacob budlt an Up & Down sawmill at this locat ion about IS56 
j# Joseph,and 

__ , terwheel in stephens Hol e Run this furn i shed t hetr power to 
thty put ina. " .... 

t abovS tho mi~ they had a tanyard they wor ked at when = the mim a .. ,d jus 

they lfere not sawing. 
It \vas on this m111 that the lumber WIS sa"ed that buH t t h e Isaao 

S~1th house a190 ths lumber that bu~lt the gristmill was sawed on t his Up & . . 
::<l1l!l ",111, the logS' coming from tn.e North along Stephens R ole Run, thj!y "sre 

: ostly F.eml,ockl! and White pine and hom this same sect ion and on this mill 

lucber wes sewed and delivered to the hevels to the many f armers to erect 

houses and barns as the L1.ttle Levels was bu11.ding up fast at that time and 

they .ere in nEed of luber 90 80 they found a ready market for all t hey cou­

l d seT. but es a grist mill was badly needed in th is section they dec i ded to 

tea: down the Up & DoW!! mill and ereot a grist mill whi ch they did and it was 

in opc=atlon for m~~y years,and today this 1s an ol d landmark i n t he Li t tle 

~evel. J1atl'lctaof nh lch the writer 1s proud as James was the Gr eat granfather 

:o.e~b 57 Grandfather and Isaac and William great uncl e s of Samuel Glenn 

th :bl.e WTltel'. » these old geniilemen ftere pioneers in the ir prof ession: 

1111z:g and tannin6 ' 

;r.torc:.atlon .Ldgar L Smith . \1at06a. ' :. Va . (son of 
ltarvln 0 S .. ith . Hlllsboro,W.Va . ( son 

/ Jcu:ca R RUCkulWl . l.l111po1nt . w. V a.. 

Isaao) 
of Joseph) 
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